
 

MGSOC General Meeting, Troy Community Center: 02-10-2026 

Business Meeting: 

President Craig Smith called the meeting to order at 6:25pm and welcomed our members. 

President’s Report (Craig Smith):  

●​ Craig met with Mr. St. Julian regarding Hana’s Garden.  Things are moving forward.  We are looking to plant 
flowers according to the Telly’s design in May.   MGSOC is looking for 1-2 lead MGs who may live close to Oxford 
to help coordinate renovations and potential future work.  Genesee county MGs are also interested in helping 
out at Hana’s.  Contact Craig if interested. 

●​ Our Garage Sale (with Macomb MG) at Telly’s will be in June.  George is looking at a suitable date that doesn’t 
interfere with other planned activities. 

●​ Craig mentioned that in March, MGSOC will be handing out two awards:  MGSOC MG of the Year and Bowers 
Farm Award.  Awardees for 2025 have been nominated and approved by the Board.  Nomination Forms with 
each award’s criteria will be posted on MGSOC website.  The intent is to make this an annual event with MGSOC 
members nominating their peers for consideration.   

Vice-President’s Report (Sally Bolle):  Sally reported that the Board has approved reprinting 250 copies of our  MGSOC 
cookbook.  These will be on sale at the All that Jazz-Designing a Better World Conference on April 25, 2026 at Oakland 
University.  

Treasurer’s Report (Dianah Foster):  Dianah presented the Treasurer’s report.   Balances are currently higher due to 
conference registrations.  Contact Dianah directly if you have specific questions. 

Secretary’s Report (Steve Smith):  Steve summarized the six by-laws changes that have been approved by the Board for 
member consideration.  Those are: 

●​ Removal of references to Michigan Master Gardener Association, change to MSUE. 

●​ Define the Executive Board and the Board of Directors’ composition and responsibilities more clearly. 

●​ Eliminate the 2nd Vice President position. 

●​ Require Society monies be sent to the Treasurer within 14 days of an event. 

●​ Change VMS references to Volunteer Center. 

●​ Removal of Provisional membership category, new categories defined (Associate, Emeritus). 

 
 Motion (Foster/Bolle) to approve by-laws changes, motion carried.  The updated by-laws will be posted on the website 
in the near future.  

Educational Conference (Sally Bolle reporting for Betty Peters):  Current registration is 148, Eventbrite invitations were 
resent out and information forwarded to the Macomb MG society.  We have 20 confirmed vendors (a couple more 
pending).   Sally also has information for sponsorship ads, please contact her directly if you have some local vendors that 
might like to advertise in our Conference Program book.   Save the date cards to distribute to local merchants, garden 
stores, etc. are still available, contact Betty betty@peters-inc.com  

Consider volunteering to set up, sign up at:  https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0544AAAF2BA6F58-59875448-copy 

Membership (Julie Bird):  Julie reported that we have about 60 active members at this time.   
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Hospitality (Kathy Sobanski):   As always, please remember to email Kathy SobanskiK@yahoo.com if you are bringing 
food to our meeting.  

Corresponding Secretary (Cecily Roney):  No report 

Bowers Farm (Nancy Schmid):  No report 

Merchandise (Denise Brown):  No report 

Door Prizes & Raffles (Janie Grissom):  MGSOC received a donation from the Rochester Public Library of several boxes 
with garden books for our upcoming garage sale.  Four books were raffled off to those present. 

MSU Extension Report (Melanie Fuhrmann):   No report.  Melanie’s contact info:  furhma19@msu.edu    Sherry Riedel’s 
contact info:  riedels2@msu.edu   

Meeting ended around 7:00p 

NEXT MEETING:  Troy Community Center, Room 304, 3179 Livernois, Troy, 48083 (near I-75 and Big Beaver). You will 
park on the East side of the building from Livernois Road, and enter the Banquet door/East entrance.  The meeting 
room will be on your right as you enter the building. 

PRESENTATION:  Amanda Koran introduced Sue Grubba who did a presentation on “The Hits just keep on Coming”, 
detailing some of Sue’s favorite plants to use in garden design.   

 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS:    

🥳  Irene Grabowski, Rose Murphy   🥳 
 

Submitted,  Steve Smith, MGSOC Secretary 
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