Master Gardener Society
of Oakland County, Inc.

AFFILIATED WITH MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY EXTENSION

Join Us For Our 12th Annual
Educational Garden Conference, one of the
premier education conferences in Michigan!

Gardening and All That Jazz
Designing a Better World
2026 Keynote Speakers

Alan Branhagen
Carol Reese
Jack Barnwell
Page Dickey

Saturday, April 25, 2026, from 7:30 a.m.-4:45 p.m.

The Oakland Center, Oakland University
312 Meadow Brook Rd., Rochester, Ml 48309

Doors open at 7:30 a.m. Bagels and refreshments will be
served. Conference begins PROMPTLY at 8:45 a.m. and
ends at 4:45 p.m.

Each presentation will be one hour long,
with a 15-minute Q&A.

Enjoy shopping with outstanding vendors at our
garden market, speaker books and signing available
throughout the day, door prizes and our Grand Raffle!

This conference is offered to the public; you need not
be a Master Gardener to attend!
Master Gardeners receive 5 hours CE credit.

Live jazz entertainment by the
The Scott Gwinnell Trio during lunch
and shopping.

We are grateful to our sponsors:
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Educational Conference Registration

Tickets go on sale January 1, 2026.
Registration Fee: $95 check, $95+ fees on Eventbrite
Cancellation policy: no refunds are granted.
Registration Deadline: Midnight,

Monday, April 10, 2026
Checks must be received by this date.

Ann Hudak - Registrar

Direct conference registration questions to:
Ann Hudak, phone (248) 812-9437
E-mail: mgsoc.conference@gmail.com

To register online:
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/garden-
ing-and-all-that-jazz-dsigning-a-better-world-tickets
-1977187701640

If mailing the registration with your check, please keep
a copy for yourself and send your check, payable to
MGSOC, to Dianah Foster,

Treasurer, MGSOC, 2475 Dorfield, Dr.,
Rochester Hills, Ml 48307
Don't forget to pre-select your luncheon choice! It will
be indicated on your name badge the day of the confer-
ence. You will be able to indicate your luncheon
choices if registering online.

PLEASE PRINT LEGIBLY, All Fields Are Required
Name

Address
City / State

Zip Phone

E-Mail *
* Please note: confirmation will be sent via e-mail only.

Certified Master Gardener? (check if yes) I:I

County

FOUR LUNCHEON CHOICES (please select one, ALL include a
fresh fruit salad and premium dessert, coffee, tea or water)

|:| Mediterranean Grilled Chicken Sandwich

[ ] lassicltalian Sandwich

[ Protein Cobb Salad with Chicken

[ ] Roasted Vegetable Salad (vegetarian/gluten option)



Gardening and All That Jazz Master Gardener Society
Designing a BetterWorld oi Oakland County, Inc.

AFFILIATED WITH MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY EXTENSION

2026 Keynote Speaker Presentations

Alan Branhagen — Grow Native Landscape Solutions — Midwestern Native
Plants for Challenging Landscape Situations — https://www.naturalland.org

The Flora of the Midwest has a plant for every niche: from desert-like glade to
flooded swamp. Plants grow in clumps or run (spread by stolons or rhizomes) into
extensive thickets. Trees can be understory and small to towering giants. Mother
Nature fills every void. This program will offer some ideas on how to utilize the
attributes of our native flora to find solutions for challenging landscape situations.
From streetside hellstrips to poorly drained swales — from under power lines to steep
banks there are native plants available to perform for you.

Carol Reese — Just Do It! Create a Lifestyle Landscape
https://gardenrant.com/author/carolreese

Intimidated by lofty landscape principles? Let Carol trash the idea that there is a
“right” way, and help you develop a fun, productive philosophy that guides your
choices and forgives “mistakes.” Her inspirational slides show creative and
solution landscapes, both for those with deep pockets and those with tight
budgets. Would life be better with spaces for entertainment or edibles? ... or
privacy screens designed for multi-seasonal beauty, that also provide a haven for
birds and pollinators? ... or a safe place for pets and kids to run and play? This
funny, wise and motivational talk will have you looking at your landscape with
fresh eyes as a place that gracefully evolves with lifestyle changes instead of a
plan that stays frozen to a place in time.

Jack Barnwell — Landscaping Design from Northern Michigan to Southern
Florida — tips and tricks to create a fuctional and creative landscape space
https://www.jackbarnwelldesign.com

This presentation explores Jack Barnwell’s diverse landscape architecture work
spanning Northern Michigan to Southern Florida, highlighting the breadth of
climates, ecologies, and cultural contexts that shape each project. It examines the
unique challenges of designing in dramatically different environments — from
cold-hardy, lake-influenced landscapes to subtropical sites defined by heat,
humidity, and storms. The work reveals how these constraints become
opportunities for creativity, resilience, and place-specific expression. Through
built examples, the presentation celebrates the excitement of translating regional
character, client vision, and environmental responsibility into thoughtful,
enduring landscapes.”

Page Dickey — Uprooted: A Gardener Reflects on Beginning Again
https://pagedickey.com

Based on her new book Uprooted. Page Dickey, one of America’s best-known
garden writers, shares her intimate, lesson-filled story of moving away from her
celebrated garden of 34 years at Duck Hill, in North Salem. In her 70’s and
needing to simplify her life and garden, she feels transplanted and begins again!
Page shares her development and evolution in the 17 acres of fields and wood-
lands where she began a new garden and the stewardship of a wilder, larger
landscape. It is a story for anyone who has had to begin anew — in gardening or
in life.




