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MGSOC General Meeting, Rochester Community House: 11-12-2025 
Business Meeting: 

President Craig Smith called the meeting to order at 6:30pm.  He reminded members that beginning in January, our 
meeting will be at the Troy Community Center, Room 340 located at 3179 Livernois Troy, MI (I-75 & Big Beaver), on 
the 2nd Tuesday of the month.  The December meeting is our Christmas party (12-10-25 @ Piechnik’s Garden Gate).  
Kathy Sobanski will be passing around a sign-up list for food.  Volunteers are also needed to set up and break down 
tables/chairs, contact Kathy SobanskiK@yahoo.com to sign up for food or to assist with set up / break down. 

The updated design of Hana’s Garden has been completed (thank you Laura from Telly’s).  A landscape company will be 
donating compost to spread but probably no planting this year.  The City of Waterford has approached MGSOC to assist 
with a rain garden installation.  More information on both projects to follow. 

Garage Sale at Telly’s with Macomb County Society has been moved to the second weekend in June 2026.  Wayne 
County Society has also approached MGSOC about participating in these types of events and possibly tours/trips with us. 

Grants / Letters soliciting donations to MGSOC are underway.   

Craig summarized two significant proposed bylaws changes being considered.   (1) Elimination of the 2nd Vice-President 
position, so the Executive Board would be President, Vice-President, Secretary, and Treasurer.  (2) Creation of Emeritus 
member and Associate member categories.  Emeritus is a MSUE granted status and Associate would allow MGSOC to 
extend membership to non-MG members.  Contact Craig crsgto@live.com  for further information or to help on any of 
the above projects. 

Vice-President / Communications (Sally Bolle):  Still working on website updates. 

Treasurer’s Report (Dianah Foster):  Dianah presented the Treasurer’s report.   Favorable balances in both accounts.  
Contact Dianah directly if you have specific questions. 

Secretary’s Report (Steve Smith):  Steve noted that the Board will review all proposed bylaws changes at the January 
2026 Board meeting.  Proposed changes will then be posted on the website, www.mgsoc.org  as well as presented at the 
January General meeting for a vote by the membership.  Please reach out to  Steve SteveMI1956@gmail.com  if you 
have any specific questions regarding bylaws changes. 

Educational Conference (Betty Peters):  APRIL 25, 2026  is the date!!!  All That Jazz Conference will be at Oakland 
University (same as 2025).  All of our speakers have been confirmed:  Jack Barnwell, Alan Branhagan, Carol Reese, Paige 
Dickey.  Contact Betty betty@peters-inc.com if you are interested in participating with the committee. 

Membership / Elections (Julie Bird): John Humphrey reported for Julie.  Craig Smith and Dianah Foster have been re-
elected to their current positions.   

 Fundraising / MG Merchandise (Denise Brown):  No report 

Corresponding Secretary (Cecily Roney):  Six to eight cards have been sent out over the last couple of months.  Please 
contact Cecily, roneycecilya1@gmail.com if you are aware of any member’s illness or other life events so she might send 
a short note/card. 

Door Prizes / Raffle (Janie Grissom):  Janie continues to have raffle and door prizes at the General Meeting.   Come to 
our next meeting, you must be present to win!! 
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Education / Programs:  Amanda reported that all speakers for our 2026 meetings have been confirmed.   If you’ve heard 
an interesting speaker lately, contact Amanda chase8219@gmail.com 

Hospitality (Kathy Sobanski):  As above, contact Kathy to bring food to the Christmas party or to help set up / break 
down.   Need to finalize everything by 17:30 12-1-25 so don’t delay, do it today!!  Piechnik’s is offering a 25% discount 
on anything in the store during our party and there will be five $20 gift cards given away that night.   And as always, 
please remember to email Kathy SobanskiK@yahoo.com if you are bringing food to our meeting.  

Bowers Farm (Nancy Schmid):  Nancy noted that Bowers is now closed for the season, reopening in April 2026.  
Upcoming 2026 plans/events:  Design and plant a new garden, “Claudia Bowers Memorial Garden”, update the Barton 
Farm House garden, and a Native Plant sale on 6-6-26.   Contact Nancy, nancy.c.s@comcast.net for further information. 

MSU Extension Report (Melanie Fuhrmann):   No report.  Melanie’s contact info:  furhma19@msu.edu    Sherry Riedel’s 
contact info:  riedels2@msu.edu   

Meeting ended around 7:20p 

PRESENTATION:  Amanda Koran introduced Julia Hofley who did a presentation on “Beloved Plants that Julia wouldn’t 
Garden without!”  

 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS:    

🥳Jacquelyn Cutright, Laurie Horiszny, Francine Lange, Bill Waggoner II  🥳 
 

Sharon Rausch brought Zucchini bars to the meeting, several members asked for the recipe. 

6-8 cups zucchini (peeled & seeded) sliced as for apple pie.  (I used 6 cups but it could use more!)  Cook this in 2/3 cup 
bottled lemon juice until tender.  Add 1 cup sugar, ¼ t. nutmeg and ½ t. cinnamon to this and simmer for a few minutes.  
Add ½ cup crust mixture to thicken.  Cool 

 Crust Mixture:  Combine 3 cups flour, 1 ½ cups sugar and ½ t. salt.  Add 2 sticks + 2 T margarine (softened) and 
“crumble”.  Pat ½ of the crust mixture in a jelly roll pan and bake at 350 degrees for 10 min.  Pour the cooled zucchini 
mixture on top of the crust.  Add ½ t. cinnamon to the rest of the crust mixture and sprinkle on top of the zucchini.  Bake 
at 350 degrees for 30 min.   NOTE:  Good use for a very large zucchini!!   

 

 

Submitted,  Steve Smith, MGSOC Secretary 
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