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MGSOC General Meeting, Rochester Community House: 10-08-2025 

Business Meeting: 

President Craig Smith called the meeting to order at 6:25pm.  He reminded members that the November meeting will be 
our last at Rochester Community House, and our December meeting is our Christmas party (12-10-25 @ Piechnik’s 
Garden Gate. Beginning in January, we will moving to the Troy Community Center, 2nd Tuesday of the month (NOTE 
LOCATION AND DATE CHANGE) from our current Rochester location. 

Craig spent some time clarifying the MGSOC relationship to Bowers School Farm.  Bowers is owned by the Bloomfield 
High School District and MGSOC coordinates / provides volunteer help on the Farm.  While MGSOC annually contributes 
dollars for plants and garden maintenance, we have no oversight responsibility on the rest of Bowers budget.  Currently, 
MGSOC is not funding any special projects, if you are interested in making a donation for one of Bowers Farm’s projects, 
contact Nancy Schmid. 

Important upcoming MG dates to remember: 

2025 Important Dates 2026 Important Dates 

11/01/25 2025 Emeritus Status application 
request due to MSUE 

01/09/26 2026 Recertification opens. 
*Enter any 12-25 hours when VC 
opens note actual date in comments 

11/15/25 MSU approved projects deadline 
for 2025 hour accrual 

02/01/26 $40 late registration, re-registration 
absolutely closes 2-10-26 at MN 

11/30/25 Volunteer Central 2025 hours and 
mileage entry deadline 

04/01/26 2026 Emeritus application re-opens 

12/01/25 - 
12/31/25 

*Keep a manual log of any 
volunteer hours, date, hours, 
project name for late entry in 2026 

04/15/26 Recertification cards sent via mail 

 

Craig announced that the Board approved a reduced MGSOC membership dues structure for MSUE certified Emeritus 
members.  This will be effective for the 2026 membership year. 

MGSOC’s advisory work continues with Hana’s Garden in Oxford. Soil sample testing has been completed, Laura from 
Telly’s is designing some additional plannings.  Our hope is to be able to plant some items in the next few weeks before 
the snow flies!  Upcoming volunteer dates will be forthcoming.  

Finance – Treasurer’s Report (Dianah Foster):  Dianah presented the Treasurer’s report.   Favorable balances in both 
accounts.  Contact Dianah directly if you have specific questions. 

Secretary’s Report (Steve Smith):  Steve mentioned that the Board will be reviewing our By-Laws over the next couple of 
months.   It’s been a few years since the last review, so if you have any suggestions, please reach out to  Steve 
SteveMI1956@gmail.com   As a reminder, MGSOC By-Laws are posted on the website, www.mgsoc.org 

Educational Conference (Betty Peters):  Our 2026 All That Jazz Conference has been confirmed for Saturday, April 25, 
2026 at Oakland University (same site as 2025).  Jack Barnwell, a landscape designer on Mackinac Island has been 
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confirmed as one of our speakers.  The committee will meet in the next couple of weeks to continue its work.  Contact 
Betty betty@peters-inc.com if you are interested in participating with the committee. 

Membership / Elections (Julie Bird): Seven MG graduate trainees have joined MGSOC as they continue to work on their 
initial certification.  We currently have 94 members.   Craig Smith, Sally Bolle, and Dianah Foster have all been 
renominated for their respective positions.  The 1st Vice President position is still open.   Contact Julie, 
jabird218@comcast.net by October 19 to nominate yourself.   Any Board member can walk you through the 
responsibilities of the elected office.   Please consider running to help move our society forward.  

2nd Vice-President / Communications (Sally Bolle):  No report    

Fundraising / MG Merchandise (Denise Brown):  No report 

Corresponding Secretary (Cecily Roney):  No report, please contact Cecily, roneycecilya1@gmail.com if you are aware of 
any member’s illness or other life events so she might send a short note/card.  

Door Prizes / Raffle (Janie Grissom):  Janie continues to have raffle and door prizes at the General Meeting.   Come to 
our next meeting, you must be present to win!! 

Education / Programs:  Amanda reported that we still have a few more spots to fill for our 2026 meetings.   If you’ve 
heard an interesting speaker lately, contact Amanda chase8219@gmail.com 

Hospitality (Kathy Sobanski):  Kathy will need help with our 12-10-25 Potluck Christmas party at Piechnik’s.  Also, please 
remember to email Kathy SobanskiK@yahoo.com if you are bringing food to the meeting.  

Bowers Farm (Nancy Schmid):  Over 119# vegetables have been donated to the Troy International Church Food Pantry 
from Plant-a-Row Garden so far this year.  Need volunteers for Apple Cider Press October 24 & 25.  Volunteer hours will 
end at the end of October. Contact Nancy, nancy.c.s@comcast.net for further information. 

MSU Extension Report (Melanie Fuhrmann):   You can add MSUE approved projects to your VC profile, information is on 
their website.  If you have a new project that needs MSUE approval, please submit by 11-15-25 so it can be approved 
and you can then enter your 2025 hours.  Melanie’s contact info:  furhma19@msu.edu    Sheri’s contact info:   

Meeting Location changes:   Starting in January, 2026 our meeting will be moving to the second Tuesday of the month 
at the Troy Community Center, Room 340 located at 3179 Livernois Troy, MI (I-75 & Big Beaver).   Watch for further 
communications..    

Meeting ended around 7:10p 

PRESENTATION:  Amanda Koran introduced Melanie Fuhrmann who did a great presentation on “Houseplant Care.”  
Melanie had some free cuttings which members could grab. 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS:    

             Patty Keenan, Judith Ann Locke, Eugenia McDaniel, Lisa O’Brien, Beth Soboleski                
Submitted,  Steve Smith, MGSOC Secretary 
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