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MGSOC General Meeting:  September 10, 2025 

Meeting was held at Rochester Community House.    

Business Meeting: 

Craig Smith called the meeting to order at 6:30pm.  Welcomes extended to Melanie Fuhrmann, MSUE 
Consumer Horticulture Educator; Ellen Collins, President MG Macomb County; and John Blair, guest 
speaker for tonight.    Craig then presented a crystal vase to Melanie Furhmann as a wedding gift from 
MGSOC. 

A reminder that meetings will be moving to Troy Community Center in January (see additional info 
below).  Door Prizes and MG merchandise are back!   Planning a joint Oakland-Macomb Garage Sale at 
Telly’s in October, looking for any donations (books, magazines, tools, gardening items).  Potential joint 
tours/trips with Macomb County are being explored. 

MGSOC was approached to assist with Hana’s Garden in Oxford.   This is a memorial garden to the four 
students killed in the Oxford High School shooting in 2021.  Telly’s is doing some design work and will 
providing some plants but volunteers will be needed to update the garden.   MSUE is involved creating a 
MSUE project and providing other support.   Plans are in the very early stages for MGSOC participation. 
More to follow…… 

Finance – Treasurer’s Report (Dianah Foster):  Dianah presented the Treasurer’s report.   Favorable 
balances in both accounts.   Contact Dianah directly if you have specific questions. 

Educational Conference (Betty Peters):  Planning for 2026 MG Conference starts 09-30-25 with a Zoom 
meeting.  Current conference date will be April 25, 2026.  Contact Betty betty@peters-inc.com if you are 
interested in participating with the committee.  

Membership / Elections (Julie Bird): 53 MG graduate trainees were invited to join MGSOC, Julie believes 
5-6 new members came from that initiative.  2026 Nominations for President, 2nd Vice President, and 
Treasurer are due by 10-08-25.   The 1st Vice President position is also open.   Contact Julie, 
jabird218@comcast.net to nominate yourself.   Any Board member can walk you through the 
responsibilities of the elected office.   Please consider running to help move our society forward. 

2nd Vice-President / Communications (Sally Bolle): Remember to reference our website, www.mgsoc.org 
for the most up-to-date information.    

Fund Raising / MG Merchandise (Denise Brown):  Inventory of MG merchandise was done, looking at 
replenishing supplies with MSU-approved vendors.   Denise is looking to attend gardening meetings in 
Genesee and Kalamazoo to promote sales. 

Corresponding Secretary (Cecily Roney):  Please contact Cecily, roneycecilya1@gmail.com if you are 
aware of any member’s illness or other life events so she might send a short note/card. 

Door Prizes / Raffle (Janie Grissom):  Door Prizes are back at the General meeting!!! 

Hospitality (Kathy Sobanski): Sharon Rausch reporting for Kathy.   Please remember to email the 
hospitality group if you are bringing food to the meeting.  We need to assure we have enough utensils, 
plates, napkins etc. 
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Bower’s Farm (Nancy Schmid):  Plan-a-Row Garden has yielded over 100 pounds of cukes, tomatoes, 
eggplant, collards, and other veggies.  Work has begun on expanding the pollinator garden at the top of 
the hill.  Updates to Barton Farm House and Memorial Butterfly Gardens are in the works.  Fall Festival 
planning is underway, need volunteers for the cider press.   Various projects with the Bloomfield Hills 
school district are being done.  MGSOC is donating a kaleidoscope for the gardens, we are still looking for 
donations, about $3000 is still needed.  Contact Nancy, nancy.c.s@comcast.net for further information. 

MSU Extension Report (Melanie Fuhrmann):  SMART gardening training is available through on-line 
training.   The course orients the MG to resources (website, hot line, tip sheets) that are available when 
manning information tables or doing presentations.  Initial course is on your own time (6-8 hours) and a 
refresher (20 minutes) is required every other year.  Melanie’s contact info:  furhma19@msu.edu 

Smart Gardening 

Training Information...pdf
 

Meeting Location changes:   Starting in January, 2025 our meeting will be moving to the second Tuesday 
of the month at the Troy Community Center 3179 Livernois Troy, MI (I-75 & Big Beaver).   Watch for 
further communications as plans are finalized.    

Meeting ended around 7:10p 

PRESENTATION:  Amanda Koran introduced John Blair who did a wonderful presentation on “How to 
make a Butterfly / Pollinator Garden” 

 

Submitted,  

Steve Smith, MGSOC Secretary 
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