
Master Gardener Society of Oakland County 
General Membership Meeting 

13 August, 2025 
 

Meeting was held at Bower’s Farm.   A potluck dinner was served with pulled pork sandwiches provided 
by Resident Farmer, Paul Watkins and his wife Sharon as well as desserts, salads, and other dishes 
brought in by the membership. 

A short slide show presentation was done by Kate Bell, Bower’s Farm Manager showcasing current 
goings-on at the Farm as well as its involvement with the community. 

Business Meeting: 

Craig Smith called the meeting to order at 6:30pm.  Craig addressed the Board turnover events of this 
past summer noting that the Society wasn’t always following MSU Extension rules/guidelines for 
operation.  The New Board was reconstituted in July.  Introduced Steve Smith as new secretary, asked 
members to consider volunteering for the open 1st Vice President position.  Contact Craig if interested. 

Membership: working with MSU extension to contact all newly certified MG and offer the MGSOC 
membership for their first year at half-off rate.   Also, will be contacting previous members who have not 
been active in the last few years. 

Grant Opportunities:  Craig mentioned that the Society may be eligible for different types of funding 
grants.  The Board will be looking at these opportunities.   If any member has had experience with grant 
writing & are willing to assist/provide guidance, please contact Craig of one of the Board members. 

Partnering Opportunities:   Craig mentioned that he had been in contact with Macomb County to 
explore joint tours, events, program sponsorship.   This would open the event to more individuals and 
help keep costs lower for members.   There’s strength in numbers! 

Master Gardener Garage Sale:  In early stages of planning to be potentially held at Telly’s.  At some 
point, we’d be looking for donations of books, tools, and other MG items.   Look for further information 
to follow as plans develop. 

MGSOC Merchandise:  We are re-engaging the MGSOC merchandise vendor to sell at our membership 
meetings and other events that we sponsor. 

Meeting Location changes:   Our meeting will be moving to the second Tuesday of the month at the Troy 
Community Center 3179 Livernois Troy, MI (I-75 & Big Beaver).   Watch for further communications as 
plans are finalized.   Door Prizes are coming back!!!   Craig mentioned that he will be asking Committee 
Chairs to do quick updates at the membership meetings so society members are kept in form of Society 
happenings.  There will also be an open question forum at these meetings to allow members to voice 
any concerns/questions. 

Meeting ended around 7:00p 

After the meeting adjourned, members were invited to go on a Tour of the gardens/farm as well as the 
historical cabin and homestead. 

 

Submitted,  

Steve Smith, MGSOC Secretary 


